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In the 
crosshaIrs
Over the years, JMU 
has acquired numerous 
properties close to campus
Father and daughter share JMU 
swimming experience
Hard drug use in college is 
out of control
Bradley Cooper’s performance 





DART OF THE DAY
snow
35° / 25°








Just as it 
seemed the sky 
had reached its 
peak beauty, 
the sun crested 
the horizon. I 
sat, bathed in 
its warmth and 
awestruck by 
its beauty.
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the cost of athletIcs
Virginia bill could force nearly 9 percent cut toward JMU athletics
Event sparks local conversation
Community members discuss jail proposal at the People’s State of the Union on campus
By saMaNtha ellis
The Breeze
While the State of the Union is a cen-
tury old tradition, some argue that the 
monologue format fails to offer a voice 
to ordinary Americans. 
On Saturday, the U.S. Department 
of Arts and Culture hosted its annual 
“People’s State of the Union” in Duke 
Hall. The event, which was one of 150 
throughout the country, aimed to cre-
ate dialogue within communities and 
give individuals a platform to share 
their stories. 
“We're holding these events across 
the country because we believe that 
democracy is a conversation, not a 
monologue,” USDAC Chief Instiga-
tor Adam Horowitz said. “Instead of 
a speech spoken by one, [it’s a] poetic 
address [that] is a work of art created 
by many.” 
President Barack Obama touted 
lower unemployment and stock mar-
ket growth, but much of Harrisonburg 
is not feeling the economic surge. 
“A lot of our residents have had 
trouble finding full-time employ-
ment,” Beth “Root” Schermerhorn, 
a Harrisonburg resident who works 
in sustainable agriculture, said. “I’m 
about to turn 30 and there has only 
been one time in my entire life that 
I have had a full-time job. I’ve never 
been salaried and I’ve never had 
benefits.”
Schermerhorn, who holds a mas-
ter’s degree, has found that, for many, 
a college education hasn’t been the 
solution to better wages. 
“I think it’s something happening 
nationally, but that I’m seeing locally,” 
she said. “Many in our community who 
are highly educated or highly skilled 
are having a lot of difficulty finding 
meaningful work at a living wage.” 
Turbulent race relations, while dis-
cussed briefly in Obama’s address, 
were much more of a focal point in 
Saturday’s discussion.  
“I went to a student demonstration 
see discussioN, page 4
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beth schermerhorn, an 11-year resident of harrisonburg, attends the people’s state 
of the union at Jmu’s duke hall, which aimed to create dialogue among communities.
Muhlenberg Lutheran Church rededicated its 1965 Steinway piano on Jan. 18. The piano just finished 





Sick students advised to 
call health center before 
making appointment
By wayNe epps Jr. 
The Breeze
A bill currently working its 
way through the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly could shake up 
the funding in some of the com-
monwealth’s collegiate athletics 
programs. In Harrisonburg, the 
bill could force JMU to make up 
for about $3 million in funding. 
Introduced by Delegate 
Kirk Cox, a 1979 JMU alum-
nus, the legislation would set 
limits on the percentage of ath-
letics funding that can come 
from mandatory student fees. 
The caps are fixed at different 
levels depending on the stand-
ing of the school. On Friday, 
the bill, named HB 1897, passed 
unanimously in the House of 
Delegates. 
Football Bowl Subdivision 
schools in a Power 5 confer-
ence, schools like Virginia Tech 
and the University of Virginia, 
would be allowed to derive no 
more than 20 percent athletics 
funding from student fees. Divi-
sion I schools with no football 
program, like George Mason 
University, would be capped at 
78 percent. The limit for Foot-
ball Championship Subdivision 
schools like JMU would be 70 
percent. 
According to Cox, the bill was 
motivated by last year’s Virgin-
ia Joint Legislative Audit and 
Review Commission report on 
the cost of higher education in 
the state. Cox is a member of 
JLARC. 
“We’ve been very concerned 
about affordability for students 
and the growing cost of college,” 
said Cox, who is also the major-
ity leader in the Virginia House 
of Delegates and the chair-
man of the Higher Education 
Appropriations Subcommittee.
see Bill, page 10
under delegate kirk cox’s bill, state schools’ student athletics fees would be capped based on their conference standing.
By patrick Mortiere
The Breeze
Cover your mouths, wipe your 
noses and listen up. The flu is here and 
the university is advising students to 
take notice. 
This year’s flu virus has gone wide-
spread, affecting 44 states across the 
country, including Virginia. According 
to Bill Newton, communications spe-
cialist of the University Health Center, 
the UHC has seen an increased num-
ber of students admitted with positive 
symptoms of the flu since returning 
from winter break.
“We ramped up our communica-
tion efforts to tell students the self-care 
guidelines recommended by the 
[Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention],” Newton said. “And to also 
call the University Health Center if 
they’re suffering from flu-like symp-
toms, so we can do some phone triage 
and keep people with fevers in their 
residences.”
Symptoms of the flu common-
ly include a fever, chills, sore throat, 
stuffy nose, headaches and fatigue. For 
some, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea 
can occur. 
According to tips released by the 
UHC, students with flu-like symptoms 
should stay home or in their dorm and 
rest and abstain from attending class-
es and going to dining halls. They can 
also call the UHC and speak to a nurse 
before coming in and are asked not to 
go out until their fever has subsided 
for 24 hours without medication. 
Students are also advised to drink 
plenty of water to prevent dehydra-
tion, avoid contact with people who 
are healthy and cover their mouths 
or noses with a tissue or elbow when 
sneezing or coughing.
The UHC also provides some guide-
lines for those who aren’t sick but are 
interested in prevention efforts. The 
guidelines recommend washing your 
hands frequently, avoiding touching 
your eyes, nose or mouth, getting a 
good amount of sleep, eating healthy 
meals, drinking plenty of water, exer-
cising and managing stress levels. 
For those looking to take the extra 
step in the fight against the flu, vac-
cines are available at the UHC for 
$23, while supplies last. Howev-
er, the vaccine isn’t a 100 percent 
guarantee that you won’t get sick. 
see flu, page 3
A "nice-try-but-i-   
haven't-even-graduated-
yet" dart to JMU and its 
"five priorities" for sending 
me emails all break about 
donating money. From a 
senior who shouldn't have 
to compensate for your bad 
budgeting.
Virginia bill aims to lower student fees for athletics, 
JMU could face nearly 9 percent cut 
Page 2
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The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment 
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday 
mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University 
and the local Harrisonburg community.  
Single copies of The Breeze are 
distributed free of charge. Additional 
copies are available for 50 cents 
by contacting our business office. 
Comments and complaints should be 














































Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
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21 Enjoyed a sail, say
23 Indian melodies
24 Excellent work
27 Dean’s email suffix
28 Japanese sash


















48 Prior to, in poems
49 Deadeye with a
rifle










61 Thought from la
tête
62 Hayes or Hunt








1 Musical set at the
Kit Kat Club
2 Guacamole fruit










8 Perry in court
9 Convention pin-
on




12 Guard that barks



















37 “Please stop that”
38 Film lover’s TV
choice
39 Corn serving













54 Tugs at a fishing
line
56 Clearasil target
57 Clic Stic pen
maker
58 Poem that extols
60 Pince-__ glasses
Saturday’s Puzzle Solved
By Clement McKay 1/26/15
©2015 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 1/26/15
Thursday’s puzzle solved
Missing something? Send us your events at breezecopy@gmail.com.
ISIL hostage video 
surfaces on Internet
Los Angeles Times
BEIRUT — A new video distributed 
on the Internet on Saturday shows what 
appears to be a Japanese hostage saying 
that a fellow Japanese captive had been exe-
cuted and outlining a new militant demand 
for his own release.
In the footage, the hostage, a man 
identified as Kenji Goto Jogo, a Japanese 
journalist, appears to hold a photo of his 
countryman, Haruna Yukawa, who has 
been beheaded, according to the SITE 
organization, which monitors extremist 
websites and said the video was released 
on militant Twitter accounts.
President Barack Obama, in a state-
ment issued by the White House, said, “The 
United States strongly condemns the brutal 
murder of Japanese citizen Haruna Yukawa 
by the terrorist group Islamic State.”
In the video, the captive journalist says 
that the Islamic State has dropped its ran-
som demand and is now proposing a new 
deal: his release in exchange for the free-
dom of Sajida Rishawi, a female suicide 
bomber captured when she attempted to 
attack a hotel in Jordan in 2005 as part of 
series of militants attacks.
In the video, he calls Abe responsible 
for Haruna’s death. “You did not take the 
threats of my captors seriously and you did 




NEW DELHI — President Barack 
Obama and Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi announced a deal Sunday 
to clear the way for American compa-
nies to help build India’s energy sector, 
potentially bringing tens of billions of 
dollars and thousands of jobs to the 
United States.
“We are committed to moving 
towards full implementation and this 
is an important step that shows how we 
can work together to elevate our rela-
tionship,” Obama said.
In a private meeting, Obama and 
Modi solidified a new 10-year defense 
agreement, made strides on clean ener-
gy and agreed on a way to coordinate 
fighting against terrorist groups and 
keep nearby Afghanistan stable.
But the most significant agreement 
was the nuclear deal.
The compromise does not require 
any legislation.
But it will be up to the companies 
to decide whether to do business in 
India. Companies that could benefit 
are General Electric, Westinghouse 
and Bechtel.
U.S. Ambassador Richard Verma said 
the deal will bring India in line with 
international norms. 
Kerry seeks nuclear 
deal at world forum
McClatchy Foreign Staff
DAVOS, Switzerland — Secretary 
of State John Kerry met with Iranian 
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad 
Zarif late Friday on the sidelines of 
the annual World Economic Forum 
to try to advance efforts to secure a 
final nuclear deal ahead of a new July 
1 deadline.
It was the third meeting in just over 
a week between the two diplomats 
seeking a deal intended to remove 
Iran’s capability to develop nuclear 
weapons in exchange for lifting crip-
pling international sanctions. Kerry 
and Zarif met Jan. 14 in Geneva for 
nearly seven hours, and again in Paris 
two days later.
The Kerry-Zarif meetings come as 
representatives of Iran and the so-
called P5 plus 1 countries (the United 
States, Russia, China, Great Britain, 
France and Germany) are meeting 
to try to narrow differences. Wendy 
Sherman, the U.S. undersecretary of 
state, and her nine-member team 
were meeting in Zurich with an Ira-
nian delegation led by Deputy Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araqchi. Senior Euro-
pean Union officials were expected to 
join the Zurich talks, which are sched-
uled to end Saturday.
Sudden exit causes 
turmoil in Yemen
Los Angeles Times
SANAA, Yemen — The Yemeni 
president and his Cabinet resigned 
Thursday, creating a leadership vac-
uum and raising the prospect of chaos 
and fragmentation in a strategic Arab 
nation that has been a pivotal ally in 
U.S. anti-terrorism efforts.
The surprise departure of Presi-
dent Abdu Rabu Mansour Hadi and 
his government ministers came a day 
after the beleaguered administration 
appeared to have reached an accord 
with Houthi rebels who surrounded 
the presidential palace and residence 
during two tense days of clashes in 
Sanaa, the capital.
Hadi’s departure seems to signal 
the collapse of an internationally 
backed leadership transition process 
for Yemen that followed more than 
three decades of autocratic rule under 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh.
U.S. officials were trying to assess 
the fallout from the sudden exit of a 
president who had the backing of the 
United States and its major regional 
partner, oil-rich Saudi Arabia, which 
shares a border with Yemen.




Disapproval in Iowa may 
affect right-wing power
Tribune Washington Bureau
DES MOINES, Iowa — Jeb Bush and Mitt 
Romney face big trouble in Iowa — influential 
conservatives have had enough of them.
Disdain for the party’s center-right power-
houses, who are both considering seeking the 
2016 Republican presidential nominations, 
could have implications well beyond the 
nation’s first caucus state.
Iowa conservatives mirror the views of like-
minded activists nationwide, and having the 
party’s vocal right wing blasting away could 
stagger either candidate throughout 2016. And 
it’s uncertain that conservatives would actively 
work in a general election for Romney, the 2012 
Republican presidential nominee, or Bush, the 
former Florida governor.
With its town-hall-like precinct caucuses, the 
first test of the nomination next winter, Iowa 
usually winnows the field of a party’s nomina-
tion contest and previews campaign styles and 
weaknesses.
GoPro strikes NHL deal 
to bring viewers closer
Los Angeles Times
LOS ANGELES — GoPro, the maker of wear-
able video cameras, has signed a deal with the 
National Hockey League to let viewers at home 
see games from the perspective of the players 
and referees.
In the company’s first such deal with a pro-
fessional sports league, players and referees will 
have the option to wear one of GoPro’s water-
proof action cameras during games. The deal 
doesn’t require game participants to wear the 
cameras, but if they do, footage from the cam-
eras will be spliced into game broadcasts.
“Game broadcasts will use the content to 
provide deeper layers of storytelling and to 
showcase the skating, stick handling, goal 
scoring and net-minding skills of some of the 
biggest names in the NHL,” the NHL said in a 
news release.
The first use of the cameras is expected to be 
during the live broadcast of this weekend’s NHL 
All-Star event in Ohio.
USDA may free organic 
farmers from some fees
Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Organic farmers are fertilizing 
a proposal to broaden their exemption from pay-
ing industry fees that largely support conventional 
agriculture.
Hundreds of organic growers and their support-
ers have urged the Agriculture Department to grant 
the broader fee exemption. The proposal would free 
more growers from the industry fees used to pro-
mote the likes of almonds, beef and raisins, and 
would potentially cut some conventional agricul-
ture advertising budgets.
USDA officials are now giving all sides more time 
to comment on the proposed fee exemption.
“The organic producers should be in control of 
their own money,” Laura Batcha, executive direc-
tor and CEO of the Organic Trade Association, said 
in an interview Friday. “Organic is distinctive and it 
has distinctive needs.” 
More than 620 people have commented so far 
on the proposed broadening of the fee exemption, 
with many emails supporting the organic growers.
Plan to close off areas 
in Alaska for oil drilling 
Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — The White House is proposing 
to designate the oil-rich coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge as a wilderness area per-
manently off-limits to drilling.
The proposal sets up a showdown with Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski, R-Alaska, chairman of the Senate Ener-
gy and Natural Resources Committee. She said the 
White House also intends to put much of the Arctic 
Ocean off limits to drilling in the new five-year off-
shore leasing plan to be released this week.
 Murkowski described the moves as “a stunning 
attack on our sovereignty and our ability to develop 
a strong economy that allows us, our children and 
our grandchildren to thrive.”
“It’s clear this administration does not care about 
us, and sees us as nothing but a territory,” Murkows-
ki said in a written statement. “I cannot understand 
why this administration is willing to negotiate with 
Iran, but not Alaska. 




today for bowling 
fundraiser
 
The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Har-
risonburg-Rockingham County will 
be holding a registration event for its 
annual Bowl for Kids’ Sake fundraiser 
today at O’Neill’s Grill. 
Individuals in teams of up to six can 
sign up from 4 to 8 p.m. for an oppor-
tunity to participate in the fundraiser 
being held at Valley Lanes in Harri-
sonburg on Saturday, March 21. 
The event in March will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. and those 
who sign up will receive a T-shirt, an 
hour and a half of bowling time and 
a chance at a variety of door priz-
es. In addition to that, proceeds go 
toward the organization’s goal to raise 
$100,000 for its program. 
Fundraising minimums are $50 
for adults and $25 for children and 
student bowlers. Participants have 
the option to raise the money online 
through social media or in person. All 
the money that’s raised will stay in the 
area and go toward matching children 
with trusting, caring adult mentors. 
For more information call Lindsey 
at 540-433-8886 or visit bbbshr.org/
bowl.
Police try to locate 
suspect in car thefts
The Harrisonburg Police Depart-
ment is calling on the community to 
come forward with any tips and infor-
mation in regard to a string of vehicle 
break-ins recently affecting the area, 
according to HPD’s Community 
Resource Officer Chris Monahan.
The break-ins have taken place 
in Harrisonburg’s Seventh District, 
which includes the west side of 
JMU’s campus and Purcell Park. The 
offender is targeting unlocked cars on 
Laurel Street, Toppin Boulevard, Ney-
land Drive, Ohio Avenue, Maplehurst 
Avenue, Sharpes Drive among others. 
The vehicles have been entered 
mostly through unlocked doors, but 
thieves have also forced their way 
in by breaking windows. While they 
have taken a variety of possessions, 
such as purses, cash and electronics, 
in some cases, it appears that nothing 
was taken. 
Police believe that the thieves 
reside in the same area as the tar-
geted vehicles and that they will 
continue stealing until they’re 
caught. 
The break-ins, however, aren’t 
limited to this area and individu-
als interested in learning about 
what district they live in can find 
out by visiting harrisonburgva.gov/
geographical-policing.  
Community members are asked to 
keep an eye on their neighborhoods, 
lock their cars, park in a well-lit area, 
remove valuables from their vehicles 
and contact police if they observe 





Individuals came out to Mon-
ument Terrace in Lynchburg on 
Saturday afternoon to protest con-
version therapy, show support for 
Virginia’s H.B. 1385 and remember 
the suicide of a 17-year-old named 
Leelah Alcorn, according to The 
News & Advance. 
Leelah Alcorn was from Kings 
Mills, Ohio, and stepped in front of 
a tractor trailer last December after 
she came out to her parents as trans-
gender. They refused to acknowledge 
and accept her transition to woman-
hood, and instead made her undergo 
conversion therapy. 
Conversion therapy is a treatment 
with the goal of changing one’s sex-
ual orientation from homosexual 
to heterosexual or manipulating a 
transgender person to give up their 
gender identity for the one that was 
given at birth. 
Both the American Psychologi-
cal Association and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics has publicly 
come out with statements that con-
demn conversion techniques among 
licensed therapists. Del. Patrick 
Hope hopes to take it a step fur-
ther by sponsoring H.B. 1385, which 
would effectively prohibit any sort 
of method that aims to convert the 
sexual orientation of a person under 
the age of 18. 
“Conversion therapy, also called 
reparative therapy, is based on the 
false assumption that homosexuali-
ty is a mental disorder or a sin,” Hope 
said in a press conference. “Well, let 
me be very clear: It is not. There is no 
on/off switch to sexual orientation.”
By Morgan LyncH
The Breeze
Despite increased knowledge regarding sexual assault, it 
continues to be a problem throughout JMU’s campus. But 
the university hopes to change that. 
Students received an email from President Jon Alger over 
winter break, informing them that he created the Title IX 
Task Force.
The 14-member task force, which takes a comprehensive 
look at JMU’s efforts to combat sexual assault was created in 
August and will continue to meet indefinitely.  
Each member has knowledge in subjects that are not nec-
essarily known by the entire university, according to Susan 
Wheeler, university councel at JMU and co-chair of the Title 
IX Task Force.  
“A lot of these efforts and a lot of the people that make 
up the task force have been working on the issue of sexual 
assault for a very long time at JMU,” Don Egle, JMU’s senior 
director of communications, said. “There have been a lot of 
programs that have been established over the years. The task 
force is bringing all of those programs and people together.” 
President Alger decided the task force should examine all 
efforts that the university is currently putting forth, as well 
as work together to make additional changes. 
The Office of Student Accountability and Restorative 
Practices, formerly the Office of Judicial Affairs, added 
new definitions of behavior covered in the J34-100 Sexual 
Misconduct Policy and brought them to the task force for 
approval. 
The Title IX office, which ensures equal 
opportunity for all students, added three new 
officers last semester and is in the process 
of training two more officers this semester. 
These officers will be connected with stu-
dents who have filed complaints under Title 
IX to help them address concerns relating 
to discrimination on the basis of sex, which 
includes sexual misconduct.
One subcommittee of the task force includes Audrey 
Burnett, an assistant professor of health sciences, Patricia 
Crocker, a staff psychologist at the Counseling Center in the 
University Health Center, and Carol Hurney, the director of 
the Center of Faculty Innovation, among other members. 
This committee is working on creating the proper materi-
als for training on sexual misconduct for faculty, staff and 
students.
“One of the things we want to do is make sure that there 
is training available to everyone,” Donna Harper, the vice 
president of Access & Enrollment and co-chair of the Title 
IX Task Force said.
This year, incoming freshmen were required to participate 
in the online program, HAVEN, which taught students the 
appropriate response to sexual violence. 
“We are trying to figure out how do we support that, how 
do we help people remember that and what kind of training 
will be appropriate for all members of the campus commu-
nity,” Harper said.
When ready, there will be different levels of training 
see tItLe Ix, page 4
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Sexual assault policies under review
JMU task force aims to improve education and awareness regarding Title IX issues 
mark oweN / The Breeze
Susan Wheeler (left) and Donna Harper, the Title IX Task Force’s two co-chairs discuss the organization’s new training, programs and goals for this year. The task force, 
which was formed in August, consists of 14 members who are reviewing the university’s sexual assault policies and procedures, and finding ways to improve campus safety.
fLu | The CDC says the vaccine is only 
about 23 percent effective this season
from front
In 2004, the CDC began conducting annual studies on 
the effectiveness of the flu vaccine, finding over the years 
that vaccines are typically effective from 10 to 60 percent 
of the time. 
This flu season, the CDC estimates that the flu vaccine is 
only about 23 percent effective, according to a report pub-
lished on Jan. 16 in the Morbidity and Mortality Weekly 
Report. This is considerably lower than last season, when 
the vaccine was found to be nearly three times as effec-
tive at 62 percent. 
But that doesn’t mean people should shy away from 
the shot. For older adults, children and infants with more 
susceptible immune systems, going without the flu vac-
cine could be a matter of life and death. 
This past week 11 children in the U.S. died from the flu, 
and the total number of pediatric deaths for the season 
is at 56. 
Employees at the UHC can run the risk of contracting 
the flu virus when taking care of students with positive 
symptoms. Newton said it’s only a matter of time until 
the staff finds out whether or not they’ve been infected. 
“I think we’ll probably know the answer to that next 
week,” Newton said. “The students all came back last week, 
and then the flu seemed to spike here this week, so I’ll be 
curious to see if our providers — if anybody catches it.” 
In an email to faculty, the UHC also expressed that 
they should expect frequent student absences from class 
due to influenza in the coming weeks. The health cen-
ter doesn’t provide students with excuses for short-term 
absences from class, but in the event of an illness requir-
ing medical attention and lasting longer than three days, 
documentation can be provided, but only through the 
Dean of Students office. 
The CDC provides a weekly influenza surveillance 
report called “FluView,” which updates people on flu 
activity across the country. Virginia’s Department of 
Health offers similar weekly updates, which provide 
residents with news of outbreaks and the number of con-
firmed cases.
contact Patrick Mortiere at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
kelsey harDiNg / The Breeze
4 Monday, January 26, 2015 breezejmu.org News
By Jessica NewmaN
The Breeze
The JMU Board of Visitors has 
purchased a number of off-campus 
residential properties over the years. 
They plan on expanding even more 
every year, so JMU budgets for prop-
erty acquisitions in case any become 
available. 
According to Bill Wyatt, JMU’s asso-
ciate director of communications, 
most of the neighborhoods where 
these properties are located are adja-
cent to campus. He was unsure of 
exactly how much the yearly budget 
is, but he said that money is put aside 
every year for buying more property.
“Right now, [these properties] are 
being used for faculty and staff hous-
ing,” Wyatt said. “If we hire a new 
faculty member and they need hous-
ing, we have that available to them.”
According to Harrisonburg’s Real 
Estate Information System, JMU owns 
properties everywhere from University 
Boulevard, to Reservoir Street to Pat-
terson Street.
The BOV, which is currently in pos-
session of 26 properties, is still looking 
to expand. They consider buying any 
property close to campus that may 
become available, according to Wyatt. 
However, regardless of some rumors 
that have begun circulating, they have 
no future plans to buy property on 
South Main Street for campus expan-
sion. The residences they buy solely 
become available for rent to students 
and faculty. 
“I don’t know of any plans right now 
to [expand campus on South Main]. We 
consider properties that are congruent 
to the current campus footprint,” Wyatt 
said. “As those become available we 
will consider them on a case-by-case 
basis. Before we buy any property we 
consider a number of factors. We con-
sider price, condition of the property 
and so on.”
Wyatt also credited JMU’s decision 
to purchase off-campus housing to 
the growing number of students here. 
According to enrollment projections 
approved by the State Council of High-
er Education for Virginia (SCHEV), 
JMU is estimated to have more than 
20,000 undergraduate students by 
2019.
“The university is landlocked right 
now and we’re continuing to grow to 
meet the demands of the students,” he 
said. 
Various crew members are responsi-
ble for the upkeep of these properties. 
Residents pay rent that covers mainte-
nance and utilities so that chores such 
as cleaning and cutting the grass are 
taken care of, according to Wyatt.
Most of the properties are single-
family homes, however, the BOV is 
also in possession of two apartment 
complexes on South Main Street, right 
in between Grace and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way. They’re using these to 
rent to students as well.
Wyatt stressed that they’re still 
looking to expand JMU’s off-campus 
borders, and that they will continue to 
consider buying any residence close to 
campus that may become available.
cONTacT Jessica Newman at 
newmanjt@dukes.jmu.edu. 
DiscussiON | Locals acknowledge the impact of education on crime
from front
on campus when things began heat-
ing up in Harrisonburg, and it was 
disappointing,” Judy Hong, a senior 
justice major who has deferred for 
the semester, said. “Other students 
were really awful to us, laugh-
ing at us and saying things under 
their breath. They were making fun 
of people who were challenging 
racism.” 
Devastated, Hong left the demon-
stration in tears, but found support 
with her friends and roommates.
“I live in a house of all white girls, 
except for me, and Ferguson wasn’t 
hitting home for them the way it was 
me,” Hong said. “This is what I study 
and encounter regularly. That was 
the moment that they showed me 
that they may not understand it, but 
they care enough about me to learn.” 
The concerns locals have regard-
ing educational opportunities and 
institutional prejudices against 
minority students were an impor-
tant part of the community dialogue. 
“School is a unique place in that 
it does represent everyone who lives 
in Harrisonburg,” Kristi Van Sickle, 
who teaches middle school sexual 
education throughout Rockingham 
County, said. “Our education system 
is a broken system, and students are 
not always being respected or heard 
as young people who have some-
thing powerful to say. Everyone has 
a need for true belonging and when 
students don’t feel respected or val-
ued by the adults around them, it is 
that much harder to build trust with 
those who do value them.” 
Much of the community con-
cern at the event was focused on 
the upcoming jail facility proposal, 
which has faced fervent opposition 
from some community members
“Our decision makers, the peo-
ple that we elect, did not listen to us 
despite 200 people showing to the 
Community Criminal Justice Board 
in opposition,” Schermerhorn said. 
“They based [these] decisions off ... 
incomplete data without thinking 
about the reasons people commit 
crimes.” 
Schermerhorn, who cited pov-
erty and education as major factors 
related to crime, doesn’t believe that 
incarceration is always the answer. 
“There’s this perception that the 
people in these jails are criminals, 
they are people who have done 
something terrible,” she said. “They 
are people just like who have to 
make decisions based on what their 
life is like.”
Ultimately, the People’s State 
of the Union sought to look past 
political differences and spark con-
versation within local communities. 
“Structural and institutional 
oppression still exists, and in order 
to put our legislators in check, we 
have to be present and we have to 
be a voice,” Schermerhorn said.
 
cONTacT Samantha Ellis 
at ellissl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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that everyone in the JMU community will take: 
the first will be an online training. The levels 
after that, which will be considered intermedi-
ate or advanced, could be face-to-face or online 
depending on the learning style of the individu-
al and what happens to work best, according to 
Harper.   
The other subcommittee is working on the 
sexual assault climate survey, which will gauge 
JMU community feelings about how the univer-
sity handles sexual misconduct. Before the task 
force sends out the survey to the entire campus, 
they plan to practice it on a group of volunteers. 
This survey will be available before the end of this 
semester. 
“We will have an educational campaign and 
awareness campaign so people will know it’s com-
ing, will know what the purpose of the survey is, 
how important it is, that we want everyone to par-
ticipate honestly in the survey, so that we can get 
helpful information from the survey that will help 
us to make this a safe environment for everyone,” 
Harper said. 
The task force can’t mandate everyone to take 
the survey, but they hope to get as many students 
as possible.
“It’s their opportunity to help us make the 
campus as safe as we can make it,” Harper said.
Charity O’Connor, a senior writing, rhetoric 
and technical communication major and presi-
dent of Campus Assault ResponsE, is a member 
of the subcommittee that is creating the survey. 
“In terms of serving as a voice for students, 
I try to look at issues on campus that I see as a 
student — things that I’m exposed to or hear 
about — and translate that into energy to look 
at the survey, to make sure I and other stu-
dents would feel that it’s comprehensive and 
adequately addressed concerns students may 
have,” O’Connor said. 
The task force, which isn’t open to public, meets 
every other week while the subcommittees meet 
each week. Students are encouraged to contact 
the co-chairs, Susan Wheeler and Donna Harper 
through email to voice their opinions about how 
JMU should improve the way sexual misconduct 
is handled. 
The co-chairs expect to see enormous improve-
ments on how sexual assault is dealt with at JMU.
“The improvements have already started and 
these will be, in part, a signal to the university how 
seriously JMU takes the topic,” Wheeler said. “That 
in itself is value. I think it’s going to help everybody 
understand what the process will be and how to 
access the resources that are available.”
cONTacT Morgan Lynch at 
lynchma@dukes.jmu.edu.
TiTle iX | Students encouraged to voice opinions and contact co-chairs
mark owen / The Breeze
Susan Wheeler, JMU’s university counsel and co-chair of the task force, works with faculty members to 
find ways to make campus safer for students and promote an educational and awareness campaigns. 
Sam TayLor / The Breeze
Jon Henry, a grad student in JMU’s master’s of fine arts program and event organizer, talks about local issues, such as the difficulty of finding a job, race relations 
and the new jail proposal during the “People’s State of the Union“ held on Saturday, Jan. 24 at 4 p.m. in Duke Hall. 
keLSey harding / The Breeze
House hunters
JmU purchases properties for future expansions
JMU’s Board of Visitors currently owns 26 properties around the city of Harrisonburg, with its most recent purchase being 
40 East Fairview Avenue. The university approved the purchase of the 2,375-square-foot, one-story home for $371,000.
With a Republican-controlled legislature 
and a Democratic president, some (expected) 
criticism has come out about last Tuesday’s 
State of the Union speech. Many feel that 
Obama coming out with a list of very liberal 
ideas to a conservative legislature sounds like 
a recitation of proposals doomed to failure. 
Others will be able to pass due to a lack of 
partisan divide. However, I believe there is a 
weakness within the Republican Congress that 
can be exploited to further some of the ideas put forward in Obama’s 
recent proposals, for the betterment of the country.
The most obvious part that will face little opposition is Obama’s 
call for updating America’s infrastructure. Our roads and bridges 
have been falling apart for quite a while now, with one in nine bridg-
es in our country being inadequate and crumbling. Just in our state 
alone, the roads received a “D-” grade and our bridges received 
a “C” grade from the Virginia chapter of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers. Can Republicans in Congress really be seen voting 
against a bill supporting the rebuilding of our roadways and bridges? 
It would undermine their public statements of supporting Ameri-
can growth and American business. Businesses and the public in 
general need proper roads in order to thrive, so I think this won’t 
be an issue to pass.
Of course some of the ideas put forward by Obama have slim 
chances of passing at all in this Congress. Obama’s proposal to cre-
ate tax cuts for middle income families and raise the minimum wage 
has already faced loud Republican opposition, with claims that it 
is an attempt to increase spending in a way they think won’t work. 
Never mind the fact that America is facing the biggest gap between 
rich and poor since 1928 — when the top 1 percent of families 
received 23.9 percent of all pre-tax income — and the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and Development publicly stating 
that high income inequality hurts economic growth as a whole. 
Republican politicians already have their marching orders and 
will ignore those statistics and findings to the detriment of the rest 
of us. However, some of those same Republicans have shown a 
weakness in the legislative armor that could lead to some reform 
actually squeaking by.
Look recently at the suddenly removed proposal on abortion the 
Republicans put forth in the House. On the anniversary of the Roe 
v. Wade ruling, they planned to put forth a bill banning abortions 
after the 20th week of pregnancy. It seemed perfect, with the sig-
nificance of the date, control over both houses of Congress and the 
annual March for Life (a pro-life event) happening in DC the same 
day, Republicans looked at their chances favorably. 
Yet, because of the concerns of a coalition of women Republicans 
in the House, the bill was pulled to avoid political pushback against 
the new Congress. This is where the weakness lies. 
All politicians need to get re-elected, and even with gerryman-
dering and large amounts of campaign donations, ultimately voters 
decide their fate. Having voters mobilized to oppose certain mea-
sures and to support others remains as the last best strategy for 
the Democrats to even hope to get some of the president’s goals 
achieved this year. Whether or not they’ll be able to do so is yet to 
be seen.
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political science major. Contact 
Kevan at hulligkx@dukes.jmu.edu.
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through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250 
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and 
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes 
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and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current 
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place 
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“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is 
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason 
and humanity over error and oppression.” 
— james madison, 1800
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Submit darts & Pats at breezejmu.org and our Facebook page.
An “out-of-stock” dart to The Breeze for 
never filling the newspaper stand on the 
second floor of the Student Success Center. 
From a faculty member who has looked 
at this empty soul since I moved into this 
building.
A “where’d-you-go” dart to the Starbucks 
truck for only being parked outside Showker 
Hall in the mornings. 
From a grad student who spends 50 hours 
a week there and just wants an afternoon 
pick-me-up.
A “break-a-leg” pat to the young Inner 
Campus Shuttle bus driver who goes out of 
his way to make passengers with crutches 
have an extra comfy ride by lowering the bus 
after stopping in front of them, particularly in 
a large crowd to kindly ask for a seat so they 
don’t need to stand.
From a regular passenger who has noticed 
your exceptional courtesy on at least three 
occasions, and as a ski junky with previous 
injuries, appreciates your warm gestures.
darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
kELSEy hardinG / ThE BrEEzE
(dukE) dog dayS
kEvan Hulligan |  the war room
Yes we (still) can
The good, the bad and the ugly in President Obama’s ambitious new plans in the face of a republican Congress
COUrTESy Of TriBUnE nEWS SErViCE
President Barack Obama gives the annual State of the Union address last Tuesday, where he touched on infrastructure, taxes and education.
having voters mobilized to oppose 
certain measures and to support others 
remains as the last best strategy for the 
democrats to even hope to get some of 
the president’s goals achieved this year.
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Ryan abbott |  contributing columnist
Say nope to dope
Hard drug use is on the rise in college and needs to be stopped
A mother opens the door to her son’s room 
and screams in terror. She sees him slumped 
on the floor. Unsure of what’s going on, she 
cries for her eldest son’s help. He sprints 
into the room and rolls his brother over, 
immediately performing CPR, but there’s 
no use. His body hard, face frozen, it’s 
too late … he’s gone. 
A needle vindictively lies on the 
desk nearby. 
It’s a new year and the time for a 
fresh start. While most were enjoying 
their first morning of the year, this was 
not the case for many of the people I 
know. Shock and sorrow swept across 
my hometown. In the early hours of 
Jan. 1, I lost a friend — someone who 
I grew up and spent countless hours 
with. He was the kind of person who 
impacted hundreds of lives. He had a 
sly way of being every guy’s best 
friend and every girl’s new love. 
For him, there will be no new 
beginnings, no second chances.
Unfortunately,  the use of 
hard drugs like heroin has been 
increasing over the past few years 
and has reached unacceptable highs. 
According to the National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH), 
156,000 people used heroin in 2012, 
approaching double the number of 
people in 2006 (90,000). In addition, 
the most frequent users are college-
aged individuals 18 to 25.
Considering this information, 
something needs to be done. If not, 
you could be the next person who 
loses a classmate, a friend or a sibling. 
We are the ones who set the tone for 
generations below us, and this is not 
the kind of example I’d like to set. I 
don’t know about you, but I don’t 
want my younger brother growing up 
in a society rife with life-taking drugs.
The fact that heroin is on the rise 
again sickens me. This drug is far from 
a joke. If you put it in your nose, you’re 
hooked. If you put it in your arm, you’re 
dead. And what’s scary is that you could be 
taking it without even knowing. On Fridays 
and Saturdays there are people at JMU who, 
if they are offered something, will put in 
their nose. Heroin dealers are known to give 
people something to snort, tell them it’s 
some other drug, when in reality, they have 
just put heroin into an unaware person.
It doesn’t stop there either; drugs can 
easily be laced with other drugs and it’s 
something that is recently starting to become 
a big problem. In Maryland, a battle for 
new customers has killed about 40 people 
since September due to batches being 
laced with painkillers. Drug makers do this 
to strengthen their product in an effort to 
increase sales. While more people are dying, 
dealers benefit. Overdoses tend to actually 
attract customers because customers know 
that the dope is strong.
Moreover, dealers will start by giving the 
drug to people dirt cheap and the more 
they get addicted, the more they raise 
the price. When you’re in the heroin 
game, there are no rules; dealers will 
feed you drugs until you’re dead, just 
to squeeze some extra bills out of your 
pocket.
In reality, there’s no way to stop 
malicious people from doing this. 
Individuals need to change the way 
they live their lives and realize that 
it’s too short to throw away by putting 
unknown substances into themselves.
People who selfishly abuse drugs 
like that need to learn to think of 
others first. Before deciding to 
throw your life away, think about 
how many people you are going to 
hurt. And if you are actually going 
to risk leaving your mother, father, 
siblings, friends and extended family 
to live in a world without you, then 
think twice.
Furthermore, to those who are 
putting pills in your nose: it’s time 
to get help. I have seen friends of 
mine start with painkillers and go 
down a one-way road. Sure, you can 
tell yourself that you’ll never do this 
or that, but when you start snorting, 
you’re building a path that will 
probably only end in two ways: you 
getting help or you dying. If you’re 
already heading down that road, the 
only way to get off is to do it early 
because after a certain point, there 
are no exits.
Despite all lives lost, people are 
still oblivious until it impacts them. 
If you know somebody doing heroin or 
snorting pills, please talk to him or her 
and do something about it. Don’t wait 
until it’s too late. I will always regret not 
stepping in to help earlier. If I had, then 
maybe my friend would still be here today. 
It’s a mistake I will never make again and one 
that I hope people learn from.
If you or someone you know needs help, 
the University Health Center provides 
substance abuse prevention, intervention 
and recovery services for JMU students. It’s 
located in the Student Success Center (724 S. 
Mason Street). Contact uhcsap@jmu.edu or 
540-568-2831 for more information.
Ryan Abbott is a sophomore marketing 
major. Contact Ryan at abbot2re@dukes.
jmu.edu.
nahla aboutabl |  respect the riot
‘Under-covered’
American media are being selective with overseas coverage
It doesn’t surprise me 
to see hypocrisy within 
our media with regard 
to human rights; it does 
however make me lose 
faith in our claim to so-
called “exceptionalism.” 
Recently, there have 
been several instances 
where extremely similar 
issues were covered in completely different 
ways and with varying levels of concern. 
Mohamed Soltan, a 27-year-old U.S. citi-
zen and graduate of Ohio State University, has 
been held in Egyptian prisons since August 
2013. He was first arrested while protesting 
the military coup that ousted the first Egyptian 
president, Mohamed Morsy. News of Soltan’s 
imprisonment has been severely under-cov-
ered, if not mostly ignored in American news 
media. It seems as though America has turned 
a blind eye to Soltan’s imprisonment, even 
though he has been on a hunger strike for 
almost a year and his health is deteriorating. 
Egypt’s military claims that Soltan was 
scheming to overthrow the government, but 
is also holding him as a result of his father’s 
membership in the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Although Soltan has expressed his indepen-
dence from his father’s political views and isn’t 
a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, he was 
still arrested and thrown in jail without a fair 
trial. Yet, over a year later, America has done 
little to save its citizen from the clutches of an 
illegitimate military dictatorship. Change.org 
is currently running a “Save Mohamed Soltan” 
hunger strike campaign, a petition that has 
garnered just more than 8,000 supporters, as 
of September 2014.
A similar case is that of Saudi Arabian Raif 
Badawi, a blogger who was arrested for speak-
ing out against the Saudi government as well 
as criticizing theocracy and the role religion 
plays in the political sphere. Badawi was 
arrested in 2012 and was sentenced to 1,000 
lashes, which will be administered 50 at a time 
over 20 weeks, and 10 years of imprisonment. 
Even though Badawi is not an American 
citizen, his case is one that’s internationally 
significant, especially since he was public-
ly flogged for the first time shortly after the 
attack on Charlie Hebdo, the French satirical 
magazine that was attacked by terrorists who 
took offense to cartoons insulting the Muslim 
faith. The attacks left 12 people dead and ignit-
ed international rallies in support not only of 
Charlie Hebdo, but of free speech in general. 
The case of Charlie Hebdo, however, has 
been highly politicized by the media, causing 
another Islamophobic frenzy that fed into the 
ongoing “Muslims are terrorists” narrative. 
While American news outlets and politicians 
were harshly condemning and politiciz-
ing the Charlie Hebdo attack, both Badawi’s 
and Soltan’s cases were largely ignored. This 
is especially aggravating considering that 
Soltan is an American citizen whose country 
has failed to protect him.
The core concern of these three events is the 
same: the importance of free speech. 
Unfortunately, if we look at how the media 
have covered these cases and the political 
rhetoric surrounding them, we can see that 
it’s become an issue of cementing stereotypi-
cal narratives rather than an issue of integrity 
and true concern for the state of free speech 
around the world. 
It seems that although our media vouches 
for freedom of speech, it’s only when it sup-
ports certain agendas. While the world grieved 
over the Charlie Hebdo attacks, Badawi was 
being publicly flogged by our close ally (and 
fuel provider) for criticizing the government; 
and Soltan, an American citizen, is nearing his 
death in Egyptian prisons. 
To genuinely care about an issue means to 
care about it in its entirety and not only when it 
supports a certain agenda or narrative. I would 
hope that even if the media do not equally sup-
port each individual’s freedoms, that we as a 
generation can recognize this problem and 
work to change it if only by calling the media 
out on their obvious hypocrisy and biases.  
Nahla Aboutabl is a junior political sci-
ence and international affairs double 
major. Contact Nahla at aboutanm@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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Restoring a masterpiece
Local music shop restores 50-year-old Steinway piano by replacing more than 8,000 parts
DANIELLE EPIFANIO / THE BREEZE
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
By NATALIE MILLER
The Breeze
They don’t make them like they used to. 
But they can restore them to the way they 
used to be. 
A 1965 Steinway piano was recently 
restored to its former self by a volunteer 
group. The volunteers stripped the entire 
piano and replaced more than 8,000 of its 
pieces. On Jan. 18, Muhlenberg Lutheran 
Church on East Market Street paid hom-
age to its newly renovated instrument with 
a rededication concert.
Before 2009, the 1965 model L Steinway 
was kept in the old Rockingham Memo-
rial Hospital, which JMU students may 
know better as the former Montpelier Hall. 
Then, in 2009, Muhlenberg’s music minis-
ter made a deal with West Virginia Public 
Television, a local PBS station, to house the 
Steinway in its sanctuary. 
“[The previous music minister] thought 
that ,with proper love and care, [the Stein-
way] could be returned to its previous 
condition,” Elizabeth McBride (’84), the 
current music minister of Muhlenberg 
Lutheran Church, said.
The church maintained the piano until 
the congregation could raise the funding 
needed for the restoration. A few mem-
bers donated money for the restoration in 
honor of a late parent. The piano required 
extensive time and labor to return it to a 
more respectable state.
“It looked like there had been some 
renovations to it already, but a lot of the 
new parts weren’t Steinway or built for the 
piano,” McBride said. “It wasn’t a Stein-
way, it was a ‘Stein-was.”’
Whitesel Music, a local piano and organ 
store downtown, was asked to restore the 
Steinway. Whitesel Music has been a 
family-run business since 1948. A team of 
about seven Whitesel volunteers worked 
for four months to rebuild the Steinway. 
The work was completed in Whitesel’s 
shop and other off-site locations. 
“Every item was replaced or made 
like new,” Josh Dove, the third-genera-
tion president of Whitesel Music, said. 
“We wanted to restore the integrity of the 
instrument, so we had to use the right 
parts.”
The rebuilding process itself required 
about a month of work. After the 
piano was returned to the Muhlenberg 
sanctuary, the Whitesel team waited 60 
hours for the piano to adjust to its new 
home before finishing.
“[The Steinway] had to settle in and get 
used to the humidity and temperature of 
the church before we could finish the tun-
ing,” Dove said.
The piano has been restored to how it 
would have looked and sounded when it 
was originally built in 1965. While most 
of the same materials have been used to 
ensure accurate sound and touch, Whi-
tesel did substitute a synthetic porous 
material for the ivory key tops that would 
have been used originally. 
“It’s a magnificent instrument,” John 
Schaldach, a new team member at Whi-
tesel, said. 
McBride performed multiple selections 
on the restored piano at Sunday’s concert 
with The Muhlenberg Trio, among them 
a 30-minute Beethoven piece. The trio 
consists of Edward Gant, a cellist and part-
time instructor in JMU’s School of Music, 
and Amadi Azikiwe, a violist and associate 
professor in JMU’s School of Music.
“It was a really nice turnout,” McBride 
said. “We had close to 200 people show 
up.”
The piano will be regularly used for 
Muhlenberg church services along with 
an organ. 
“We’re expecting to use this piano for a 
long time,” McBride said. 
CONTACT Natalie Miller at 
millernk@dukes.jmu.edu.
“It looked like there had 
been some renovations to it 
already, but a lot of the new 
parts weren’t Steinway or 
built for the piano. It wasn’t a 
Steinway, it was a ‘Stein-was.’”
Elizabeth McBride (’84)
music minister of Muhlenberg 
Lutheran Church
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze
In 2007, Fall Out Boy became the quint-
essential emo-pop band. That’s the year 
it released “Infinity on High” and won 
top awards from MTV, Kerrang! and 
Teen Choice, and was nominated for the 
best new artist award at the Grammys. 
Its expressive, confessional songs about 
heartbreak, societal problems and every-
thing in between had clever titles and were 
popular amongst teens. The members 
were mainstream hipsters.
Then the music world moved on. Emo-
pop is still around, but it’s not as dynamic 
as the genre once was. But if Fall Out Boy’s 
new album, “American Beauty/American 
Psycho,” is any indication, the band never 
got the memo — and maybe that’s a good 
thing. 
The 11-track album, out Jan. 20, deliv-
ers a sound and a mood that’s very much 
in tune with what the band was doing 10 
years ago. It opens with a horn intro and 
immediately goes into fast-paced lyrics, 
among them, “And I love the way you hurt 
me / it’s irresistible,” showing that this 
album isn’t going to be anything too dif-
ferent from the band’s six previous ones. 
“Novocaine,” which is said to be inspired 
by the events in Ferguson, fits the punk 
category well. Lead singer Patrick Stump 
sings against a wall of hard guitar riffs, “If 
you knew, knew what the bluebirds sang 
at you, you would never sing along / Cast 
them out ’cause this is our culture, these 
new flocks are nothing but vultures.”  
The best song on the album, “Uma Thur-
man,” samples from “The Munsters” theme 
and transforms this groovy little tribute 
into the kind of catchy song the band has 
always done well. In fact, sampling seems 
to be a theme of the album, with borrowed 
clips from Suzanne Vega’s “Tom’s Diner” 
and other pieces. The “Tom’s Diner” clip 
is incorporated into “Centuries,” the first 
single released from the album. It’s receiv-
ing considerable airplay and has already 
reached No. 12 on Billboard’s top 100 chart. 
These and other songs on the album, 
including “Fourth of July” and “Immor-
tals,” are more on the pop-punk side than 
the band’s older rock sound, but with their 
tongue-in-cheek lyrics they remind you 
that the band is still at it. 
Nearly every song on “American Beau-
ty/American Psycho” is worth a few listens. 
Even though the band took a five-year hia-
tus, its music is remarkably consistent. It 
enjoyed widespread love 10 years ago and 
its new album shows that it remains rel-
evant today. Unlike some of the other 
bands that rode the emo-rock wave such 
as Panic! At The Disco and Paramore, 
FOB has remained unabashedly true to 
its emo-pop sound and its remaining 
status is one of the few relevant bands 
left in that genre. To change now would 
be to leave many of its fans behind. That 
wouldn’t be a good career move and, 
more importantly, we’d lose a unique 
voice on the radio.   
Emmy Freedman is a sophomore 
media arts and design major. 





Drummer Andy Hurley (left), guitarist Joe 
Trohman, lead vocals Patrick Stump and bassist 
Pete Wentz at the 2013 Hot 99.5 Jingle Ball. 
Their new album was released on Jan. 20.
Fall Out Boy is bringing 
emo-pop movement 




Out of all the Oscar-worthy films I’ve seen 
this season, “American Sniper” stood alone in 
a high category above the others. 
Several of the other films I saw: 
“Foxcatcher,” “Unbroken,” “Grand Budapest 
Hotel,” “Gone Girl” and “Into the Woods,” all 
had high hopes, but failed (excluding “Into 
the Woods”). What made “American Sniper” 
stand out from the others was that it not only 
delivered what was teased in the trailer, but 
went above expectations.
Bradley Cooper’s performance was spot-
on as he captured the mannerisms and 
Texas drawl of former Navy SEAL Chris Kyle 
to such a great degree that his widow Taya 
Kyle, played by Sienna Miller in the film, 
was impressed. Cooper gained 30 pounds to 
match the physical appearance of Kyle, who 
was killed by a Marine in 2013, who is still 
awaiting trial.
Cooper’s performance locked the bar of 
the emotional roller coaster of the film as 
he managed a transition from a rough-and-
tough cowboy living in a false reality, to 
being the deadliest marksman in American 
military history. His performance showed 
how the real-life Kyle gained the trust of his 
fellow military personnel in the field, while 
simultaneously showing the inner struggles 
of a man forced to kill anyone who posed a 
deadly threat to troops moving in the field, 
even children.
Cooper’s performance was well-
supplemented by realistic depictions of 
war, which saw intense on-screen gunfire, 
deaths and injuries. No character was safe in 
this film, as director Clint Eastwood didn’t 
shy away from war brutalities, be it seeing 
fellow American soldiers get killed or civilian 
casualties tortured by terrorist soldiers.
The battles weren’t the only things that 
were accurate. Eastwood and Cooper tapped 
into emotional drains, as the mental toll of 
post-traumatic stress disorder was thrust 
into the spotlight. As Kyle filtered from tour 
to civilian life on-screen, Cooper showed the 
overwhelming distraction of being insecure 
and unsafe at the notion his enemies were still 
at large. His scenes shared with Miller showed 
the toll that stress takes on a relationship as 
Cooper struggled to adjust to normal life and 
cope with everyday tasks thrown at him. 
The accurate portrayals of both war and the 
soldiers who fight it made the movie a must-
see. Cooper might even bring home his first 
Oscar on his third-straight Oscar nomination.
William Mason is a junior media arts 




Clint Eastwood’s latest film accurately shows long-term effects of war, deserves Oscar nod
Three-time Oscar nominee Bradley Cooper gained 30 pounds to play Navy SEAL Chris Kyle, a sniper suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder.
LEFT Muhlenberg music minister Elizabeth McBride (’84) plays the restored 1965 Steinway. TOP The keys, which were previously ivory, are now made of a 









Starring Bradley Cooper, Sienna Miller
movie review
COURTESY OF JOSH DOVE
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TOP Valeria Fadeeva, a sophomore international business major and amateur hooper, performed at the second annual 24 Hour Project, a day-long performance event with acts from both local 
artists and artists outside the community. The event was held this past weekend at downtown Harrisonburg’s Court Square Theater. LEFT Volunteers from the Climate Action Alliance of the 
Valley hold up sun-shaped signs for a multimedia performance sketch called “Are you awake?” The 2008 Cannes Film Festival award-winning short “Next Floor” plays over the volunteers and 
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courteSy of Sam Valentine
Junior Sam Valentine hiked Old Rag Mountain overnight in the fall to see the sunrise from the top. 
Taking a trip to the top 
Hiking Old Rag Mountain overnight offers breathtaking view of the sunrise 
By sam ValEntinE 
contributing writer 
With an elevation gain of 2,510 feet and a chal-
lenging rock scramble, the Old Rag Mountain trail 
in Shenandoah National Park is an advanced hike 
with incredible scenery and plenty of obstacles 
for the ambitious hiker. In the fall, I joined some 
friends for a unique journey up the trail. 
A good friend of mine invited our a cappella 
group, Exit 245, to hike with him and a few of 
his friends to see the sunrise from the top of the 
mountain in October. He invited us on the night 
of the hike, so most people declined because of 
the short notice, but I spontaneously decided to 
go along. The plan was to begin the hike around 2 
a.m., and we were to reach the summit by sunrise. 
One of the challenges that a night hike pres-
ents is the lack of visibility. To stay on the path, 
we needed to follow the “blazes” (painted marks 
to guide hikers) on rocks, trees, and anything 
clearly visible on the trail. Some of us brought 
along headlamps (I strongly recommend using 
one while hiking at night). For some of the hike, 
I led our little group because I was excited to be 
back on the trail and hiking quicker than some of 
the others with us. 
But solitude was one of the hike’s advantages. 
We didn’t see anyone else along the journey to 
the top. Each year people complete the night hike, 
but we were lucky enough to be the only hikers on 
the trail that night. During the day, other hikers 
often complain about the trail being too crowded. 
The hike also offered the element of surprise. 
Since I’d never been on this particular hike before, 
every turn and obstacle was a new adventure. My 
friends and I hopped around on jagged rocks and 
explored attractions such as a small cave we found 
along the way. Some of us took pictures under the 
famous “balancing rock” before making our way 
through the rock scramble.
The scramble was the most difficult part of 
the hike. We stopped every five minutes to catch 
our breath. At one particular spot, I had to slide 
along the top of a rock, lower myself into a crevice 
and drop about five feet to the uneven ground. 
We made it through these more difficult spots, 
but not before suffering a few scraped knees and 
bruised elbows. We paused at times to take in the 
silence and the dark shapes of mountains loom-
ing in the distance over a valley strewn with tiny 
pinpricks of light.
At times, the hike seemed to be never-end-
ing. Each turn revealed a long stretch of trail or 
a new hill to climb. It seemed like days before we 
reached the top. 
The climax of our hike was the sunrise. We 
reached the summit of Old Rag Mountain just 
as the sky began to turn light gray. We sat on the 
edge of the towering rock formations and eagerly 
devoured Clif bars and fruit, and guzzled bottles 
of water and Gatorade that we’d brought along 
to reward ourselves. A brisk wind made my eyes 
water as I stared into the distance, waiting for the 
warmth of the sunrise.
Slowly at first, and then all at once, the sky 
came alive. The clouds turned orange and pink 
and the valley was illuminated. Rocks, trees and 
distant buildings began to appear. Shades of red, 
orange and gold tinged with blue and light pink 
found their places among the clouds. Just as 
it seemed the sky had reached its peak beauty, 
the sun crested the horizon. I sat, bathed in its 
warmth and awestruck by its beauty. 
We took pictures and savored the dawn of a 
new day. On the return trip, we chatted about 
how beautiful the sunrise had been and how 
much food we wanted to eat when we arrived 
back home. I was exhausted. The hike back in 
daylight seemed shorter and easier. 
Old Rag at night is challenging, thrilling and 
nerve-wracking all at the same time. Seeing a 
sunrise atop that mountain trumps anything I’ve 
seen in nature. I look forward to experiencing Old 
Rag again and expanding my story collection to 
include new tales of adventure on the trail.
 
Sam Valentine is a junior media arts and 
design major. Contact Sam at valentsr@
dukes.jmu.edu. 
swimming & diVing 
By ForrEst dEal 
The Breeze 
They say blood is thicker than water, but 
maybe don’t tell that to the Clark family. 
Ashley Clark is a junior sprint butterfly 
and freestyle swimmer for the swim team. 
Mike Clark, her father, swam for JMU in the 
early 1980s when the school still fielded a 
men’s program. He is now the head coach 
of both the men’s and women’s swim teams 
at Marymount University in Arlington, Vir-
ginia. He also coaches his own club swim 
team called Clark’s Swimming.  
The Clark swimming legacy began during 
Mike’s time as a Duke. He was the recipi-
ent of the team  Most Valuable Swimmer 
award three consecutive different times, the 
only member of JMU men’s swimming to 
accomplish this feat.  
“One of my main motivations was never 
to let my teammates down,” Mike said via 
email. “As for those MVP Awards, I’d like to 
think I received them as much for the way I 
supported and helped my teammates as I 
did for my swimming achievements.” 
A generation later, Ashley echoes her 
father’s pride in swimming for the Dukes. 
“In high school I swam mostly for myself,” 
Ashley said. “But swimming at JMU, I know 
I’m swimming for my team and that makes 
me excited to swim my races. There is a cer-
tain feeling of pride when you’re on deck or 
you finish a race and you see your whole 
team cheering for you.”
For Ashley and her father, swimming for 
the Dukes is a special experience only they 
can understand. But their relationship tran-
scends just swimming. For the two of them, 
swimming is only a single part of their lives. 
“Our swimming connection is really very 
secondary to our father-daughter connec-
tion,” Mike said.  “Ashley and I had a great 
relationship before she started swimming.” 
Once Ashley started swimming, it was 
understood that they did not want swim-
ming to come between them.
“I never coached her, I’ve given her my 
perspective on swimming along the way, 
but I’ve always wanted it to be her journey, 
not an extension of mine, so I’ve tried to 
stay pretty hands-off,” Mike said.  
Ashley has appreciated her dad’s atti-
tude toward her swimming career. When 
she was a freshman at Osbourn Park High 
School in Manassas, Virginia, she started 
swimming for the school team. Her inter-
est in the sport grew and at the end of her 
junior year she joined the National Capital 
Swim Club (formerly known as Curl Burke 
swim club). Her training spiked from five 
practices a week to 10, but she was never 
pressured.     
“He was never aggressive he just wanted 
me to have fun,” Ashley said of her father. 
Ashley didn’t originally want to come to 
JMU, as she hoped to write her own story 
somewhere other than her dad’s alma 
mater. Although he never forced her deci-
sion anywhere, Mike knew in the back of his 
mind that JMU would be a good fit. 
“I wanted her to go to a college where she 
could have a great collegiate experience, 
not just a swimming experience,” Mike said. 
“Based on my experience, JMU would be a 
great collegiate experience.” 
Ashley, like her dad, has loved her time 
swimming with the Dukes. 
“Swimming for JMU makes me excited 
to train and compete because I’m doing it 
for the team,” Ashley said. 
The Clark legacy began with Mike’s suc-
cess on the men’s team. Now Ashley is 
carrying on the family legacy in her own 
way. 
“Ashley is a great representative of our 
team,” JMU interim head coach Dane 
Pedersen said. “She is selfless, takes her 
academics seriously and loves to compete.” 
ContaCt Forrest Deal at 
ealaf@dukes.jmu.edu.
Mike Clark, Ashley’s father, swam at JMU in the early 1980s. He graduated in 1984.
courteSy of Jmu athleticS communicationS
Lines run deep
Swimmer follows in the ripple of 
her father at Jmu 
loren ProBiSh / the Breeze
Ashley Clark is currently a junior sprint butterfly and freestyle swimmer for JMU. Her father also swam at JMU when the school had a men’s program, and was a three-time team MVP. 
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NFL – who’s the real MVP?
Aaron Rodgers – he’s easy to market as a candidate J.J. Watt – without him the Texans would be blown out
By stephen proffitt
The Breeze
I think one of my favorite parts of the 
series Fraser and I have started is that 
I always shoot him a text at some point 
over the weekend to see where he stands 
on our issued topic of discussion. It’s 
at this point when I realize whether I 
am crazy or not in my 
cognitive process. This 
week, for example, I 
told him I wanted to 
present an argument 
that the media should 
be this year’s figurative 
MVP. 
I’ll go ahead and 
admit that at least 20 percent of that 
comes from me wanting to have a 
selection out of left field, and the other 
80 percent I actually believe because of 
how diligently they cover America’s most 
beloved sport. Fraser affirmed that I was 
indeed, psycho, and that maybe I should 
think a little harder. At this point I knew 
he was going with J.J. Watt, the Houston 
Texans defensive end who logged 20.5 
sacks this year. 
I then began to think about how 
people on ESPN and such get to choose 
who they want for such accolades. Surely, 
not everyone can choose the same 
player. I’m wondering if anyone ever 
feels shafted having to market an MVP 
they have zero interest nor faith in. 
This is how I’m feeling. You may say 
I’m slightly deflated. As Fraser has said 
in the past, the league rewards offensive 
gains too much. It’s probably one of his 
greatest arguments in favor of Watt and 
his defensive prowess. 
This leaves me lobbying for Aaron 
Rodgers. Given his dominant position 
— quarterback — and his playoff-
contending team, he’s easy to market as 
a candidate. He was one of the top five 
in the league in many of the statistical 
categories and he returned from a first-
half calf injury against the Detroit Lions 
in week 17 to ensure the Green Bay 
Packers’ fourth NFC north title in four 
years. 
Beyond cutting the cheese last week 
in Seattle, the Packers were a few plays 
away from yet another Super Bowl 
appearance. Listening to the experts, 
Rodgers will most likely edge out Watt for 
his second MVP award. 
However, I’m siding with Fraser on 
this one despite what history says. Rod-
gers is a perfect candidate for MVP, but 
I’d love to see Watt win. The last time a 
defensive player won the award was in 
1986 with linebacker Lawrence Taylor. 
Since then, 20 quarterbacks have won the 
award. In 1986, Watt wasn’t even born yet.
ContaCt Stephen Proffitt 
at proffittjs@gmail.com. 
By ryan fraser 
contributing writer 
I’ll concede the last round of Double 
Take to Stephen. Last week I said that press 
conferences hardly ever matter. Well, 11 
deflated footballs later, I can safely say I was 
wrong. 
Anyway, we here on the Double Take column 
are staying away from 
seventh-grade humor 
and are going to debate 
something that ESPN has 
had trouble talking about 
all week: actual football, 
specifically the Most 
Valuable Player debate. 
So before I delve into who 
I think should be MVP, I think it should be 
discussed on what qualifies an MVP.  
First, the player has to have that “wow” 
factor — that player you go to watch at Buffalo 
Wild Wings because you know that any given 
play could become the highlight of the year. 
Next he has to be someone who, if you erased 
him from the roster, the team would plummet 
in the standings. Finally, and sometimes the 
most controversial, the team’s record has to 
be above .500. I know that it should be the best 
player in the league, but if the team doesn’t 
have a decent record, did he make that much 
of a difference?
So with all that said, my list was narrowed 
down to these players: Dallas Cowboys 
running back DeMarco Murray, Houston 
Texans defensive end J.J. Watt, Green Bay 
Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers and New 
England Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski. 
All of them fit the above criteria and, after my 
personal evaluation, I have decided on Watt.  
Now before you say the Texans didn’t make 
the playoffs, they were in contention until the 
end of the season. Watt above anybody else, 
save Rob Gronkowski, fits the mantra of “if 
you take him off the team, they would fall into 
New York Jets territory.”  
Watt had the most tackles by a defensive 
linemen with 78, had over 10 balls batted 
down, was second in sacks with 20.5 and 
had two defensive touchdowns and three 
offensive touchdowns.  That was all while 
being frequently double- or triple-teamed and 
striking fear into the hearts of quarterbacks on 
every play.  
Can you name the Texans quarterback? 
How about another defensive player on that 
team? He single-handedly carried that team 
into playoff contention, and without him, the 
Texans would be routinely blown out.
Still, I don’t think he’s going to win it because 
the Texans didn’t make the playoffs, and because 
this is an offensive-driven league. Lawrence Tay-
lor was the last defensive player to win the MVP 
in 1986, and I don’t see it changing. I think Rodg-
ers will win it, but it doesn’t mean he should. But 
what do I know — I’m not the “Mona Lisa Vito” 
of MVP voting. 
ContaCt Ryan Fraser at 
fraserrc@dukes.jmu.edu. 




As of early this month, Tom Foley is officially the 
new head coach for the JMU men’s soccer team after 
the departure of Tom Martin, who served as coach for 
29 years. Foley served as an assistant to Martin for 12 
seasons at JMU, and also played goalkeeper for the 
University of Connecticut from 1987-91, leading his team 
to a Big East Championship title in 1989. 
The Dukes are coming off a Colonial Athletic 
Association Tournament championship-winning season. 
The Breeze sat down with Foley about his new position 
and how he plans to keep up the Dukes’ success.
how did you initially come to 
JMU and what made you want 
to coach here? There is a serious 
tradition of success [here]. To 
work with Coach Martin and 
obviously the school itself … [it 
has] always been a tremendous 
place and I’ve always had a lot 
of respect for the university and 
how [it has] grown and how [it 
has] kept [its] academic integrity 
in the process, [it has] been 
fantastic. So what originally 
brought me here was that combination of athletics and 
academics, and the quality of the soccer tradition here 
was phenomenal.
what is something you learned under Martin that you 
will continue to teach your players? Coach Martin has 
had tremendous success prior to when he came to JMU, 
and also while he was here at JMU. I’ve appreciated the 
opportunity to work for him for about 12 years. Coach 
Martin had a tremendous amount of time spent on the 
details: to turn over every stone, to make sure you’re 
prepared. And that’s something Coach Martin was very, 
very adamant about — the preparation prior to playing 
your opponent.
is there anything new you hope to bring to the table 
as head coach? I think the biggest thing … that’s very 
important to me is the relationships with the players. 
I want the players to know that everything I do is 
pretty much in their best interest. It’s always gonna 
be the team first, and the individual player second. 
The other part is just modernize the program: how 
we communicate with recruits, how we communicate 
with the alumni, how we train our athletes to get them 
prepared for each match, each situation and how we 
prepare them over the course of their career … to create 
an environment where they’ve improved.
Do you think the roster needs rebuilding or is there 
a good core of players returning? That’s a good 
question, because you can look at it two different ways. 
If you look back at the past season, early in the season 
we had a lot of younger guys play significant roles. We 
had a lot of freshmen and sophomores play 90 minutes 
against top-20 teams and do very well. So we gained 
a lot of experience over the year. We graduated eight 
seniors and down the CAA tournament stretch, the 
fifth-year seniors and all the seniors stepped up and 
really played extremely well to give [the team] the 
opportunity to win the conference championship. So I 
think it’s kind of a combination of both things. We [did] 
lose a significant class of players … but in the same year, 
we had opportunities where younger guys played, and 
played against very good opponents and made a serious 
contribution as well. There’s a good core of players here, 
it’s just a matter of adding to that through recruiting.
what does newly hired assistant coach John trice 
bring to the team? I’ve known John since he was 
about 17 years old. I helped to recruit John here when 
he played here. John brings a tremendous amount of 
energy and passion for many different things. One for 
the game of soccer, but also for this university. John has 
always been a very loyal JMU alum who’s always spent 
time to make sure you knew what was going on at JMU. I 
think he brings a lot of fresh ideas, but also brings those 
ideas with a good understanding of what it means to be 
here at JMU and a tremendous amount of love for the 
university and care for the program.
you guys were picked to finish last in the division 
last season in the pre-season polls, yet went on to be 
the first sixth seed ever to win the Caa tournament. 
Do you consider yourselves underdogs and embrace 
the role, or even pay attention to the rankings? I 
learned a long time ago as a player not to get caught 
up in how you’re ranked. I think the guys did a very 
good job to stay focused this past year. One of things 
we kept stressing to them throughout the season was 
to continue to get better, day in and day out, to improve 
as an individual player and also improve as a team, 
and you could see that happen. I have to give the guys 
credit, they stayed focused. They could’ve quit … but 
they all worked hard together and always went out to 
try to become better, and that was obviously seen in the 
run in the CAA tournament. This past run through the 
tournament was a very emotional moment because I 
was very happy for the seniors, and I think a lot of guys 
sacrificed. There were guys on the team that didn’t get 
a lot of minutes, but they pushed players in practice 
to be better, so they played just as a significant role. A 
lot of guys worked hard behind the scenes to make this 
happen.
During your career, you’ve traveled around to places 
like Beijing for the youth world Cup and trinidad 
& tobago for the ConCaCaf tournament. is there 
anything you learned from playing other countries 
that you incorporate in your game plan? Absolutely. 
Every match presents a different challenge to the team, 
and it’s about not panicking when those challenges 
are significant, and it’s about trying to use the tactical 
awareness you have as a player and as a team to try 
and understand what the challenges are. Every soccer 
experience you ever have helps make you the player that 
you are or the coach that you are. There’s always some 
significant challenge that you have to overcome, and 
that’s what I learned over time.
at this point, are there any concrete goals that you have 
in mind to work toward? The big first thing is to create 
an environment and culture amongst the team that every-
body knows that [the coaches] care for them, and we want 
them to have success on and off the field. I think a lot of 
other things will fall into place when they know that. I don’t 
think there’s a lot that has to be changed. The success has 
already been here, but I think it’s about trying to sustain 
that year in and year out. That’s where the challenge is. 
ContaCt Drew Fagan at faganag@dukes.jmu.edu.
New at the helm
Q&A with Tom Foley,  who enters his first season as men’s soccer head coach this fall
from front
The JLARC report found that, on average, state university athlet-
ic programs generated just 31 percent of the revenue they needed 
in fiscal year 2012. Students footed the rest. In the 2012-13 school 
year, an average of 12 percent of students’ in-state tuition and fees 
went to athletics. At JMU specifically, that number was 17.3 percent 
according to the report.
This year, JMU students, both in state and out of state, paid $4,256 
in student fees, which is not mixed with state money and goes to 
things such as athletics, the health center and other non-academic 
functions of the university. JMU spent 31.3 percent of that student 
fee money on athletics, which means this year, a typical full-time 
student paid $1,332 to the athletics budget.
Cox said that the amount of athletics fees paid by students went 
up an average of 74 percent over the last 10 years. He said that JMU’s 
fees rose 55.5 percent over that span, from $857 in 2004-05 to the 
over $1,300 in 2014-15. According to Cox, the fees at a couple of other 
schools in the state more than doubled.
Those figures are what worries Cox, despite the fact that he’s a 
“big sports person.”  He’s a former basketball and baseball coach, 
whose son is slated to play Division II basketball. He’s also a former 
public school teacher. 
“I have no interest in killing sports,” Cox said. “But I want all the 
universities in Virginia to sort of take these moves and really think 
about them. They have real financial consequences for the students, 
for the parents. And are they prudent?” 
Concessions were made in the final version of the bill to help 
“in-between” schools like Old Dominion University, and poten-
tially JMU. In 2013, ODU joined Conference-USA, a non-power 5 
conference, as its football team made the leap to the FBS. Instead 
of being held to the same 20-percent cap as Virginia Tech and U.Va, 
ODU’s limit is 55 percent. 
The same limit would apply to JMU if moved to an FBS conference. 
If the bill passes, schools would have five years to meet the 
percentage requirements, or face a loss of some of their operation-
al autonomy. According to a USA Today database updated in 2013, 
ODU relies on student fees to fund 73.35 percent of its athletics 
program. 
In 2013, JMU’s athletics program relied on those fees to fund 78.81 
percent of its program, which has a budget of more than $36 mil-
lion. With the size of JMU’s athletics budget, a reduction from 78.81 
percent to 70 percent at JMU would be about $3 million. 
“What I think I fairly did is that I make certain universities stretch 
because of where they are,” Cox said. “I think with the accommoda-
tions I made in the bill, that you can get there. You’re going to have 
to work to get there if you’re some universities. But I don’t think 
there is anyone that cannot get there.” 
Another part of the bill says that schools seeking to change the 
division level of any of its sports, or add a sport, must submit plans 
to fund that change and get approval from the Virginia General 
Assembly first. But an accommodation was made so that, if a school 
gets an invitation, a special commission can come together to give 
preliminary approval or disapproval and speed up the process. 
“They would have an immediate answer, so they wouldn’t be 
gambling that we might come back in January, we come in session 
and say, ‘No,’” Cox said. 
If the bill passes, Charles King, JMU’s senior vice president of 
administration and finance, would be one of the people tasked with 
getting JMU under the cap for its level. 
“I understand why Delegate Cox is concerned about the cost of 
higher education, and we are committed to finding ways to hold 
cost increases to a minimum,” King said in an email. “Several of 
my colleagues and myself have discussed the bill with Delegate 
Cox and he has been very willing to listen and make changes to 
improve the bill.” 
But just because the bill is aimed to help nip the rising costs of 
college doesn’t necessarily mean that all students support it. 
Junior political science major Josh Humphries is the chairman of 
the Student Government Association’s legislative action committee. 
He will lead a group of students to Richmond on Feb. 18 to lobby 
the Virginia General Assembly. 
Humphries is a member of the Marching Royal Dukes, which, like 
athletics, is also funded from auxiliary money. He said that, right 
now, he believes the group’s official stance will be against the bill, 
but there will be a vote to officially decide that on Feb. 8. 
“Really we just want to make sure that JMU isn’t going to be nega-
tively impacted by any of the changes,” Humphries said. 
The group is also planning to meet with Cox while in Richmond. 
“He is a JMU alum, so hopefully he’ll be sympathetic to us,” 
Humphries said. “And he knows that we are in a transitional phase 
right now as far as our athletics program goes.”
Humphries referenced last Tuesday’s SGA meeting, which four 
JMU athletes attended to talk about how rewarding their experi-
ences in the school’s athletics programs have been. 
“I want to make sure that we have the ability to provide those 
experiences for students years down the road,” Humphries said.  
State Senator Mark Obenshain (R-District 26) also spoke about 
the bill in a recent interview with WHSV-TV. 
“There are a lot of people who are sacrificing a lot to send their 
kids to college,” Obenshain said. “And we’ve got to be careful how 
we raise those funds necessary to fund those athletic programs.” 
In 2013, JLARC staff interviewed students at all of Virginia’s four-
year public schools, and found that the general opinion was that 
athletic fees at their schools were too high. In addition, “two-thirds 
expressed willingness for athletic programs to be scaled back in 
exchange for a reduction in the price of higher education.” 
As Cox’s bill makes its way to the Virginia General Assembly, he 
hopes that he’s found something to help. 
“I think you take a broad cross section of students, they 
feel like this is an area that needs to be addressed,” Cox said. 
“And I want to do it responsibly. So I think I’ve done that, so 
we’ll hopefully see how it goes in the Senate, I hope it passes.”
ContaCt Wayne Epps Jr. at breezesports@gmail.com.












social media for a company?
Wine Wear is looking for a
student to manage our Face-
book, twitter, Pinterest, Ins-
tagram pages. Wine Wear
was started by JMU Alumni.
email:
jennifer@winewear.com
Your  Summer  Starts  Here
Accepting  Applications  for
Summer 2015. Timber Ridge
Camp  in  the  Mountains  of
West VA is looking for ener-
getic  fun loving counselors.
Numerous  positions  avail-
able: Archery, Arts, Athletics,
Biking Dance, Drama, Music,
Rock Climbing, Land and Wa-





1-BR  Downtown,  Stainless




Pet Friendly,  1-3BR Proper-
t ies ,  Hard  Wood  Floors
http://www.castleproperty.c
om 540-564-2659
















Sushi & Asian Fusion




921 S. High St
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540.432.6157
Open 7 Days a Week
Lunch & Dinner                                                                                                                                                             
917 S. High Street 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801
540.801.8878   
                                                                         
Sunday - Saturday 8:30am - 10:00pm
www.restaurantbeyond.com
www.facebook.com/restaurantbeyond
Open Daily for Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials     Outdoor Dining    Private Banquet Room
Specializing in Asian & Hispanic 
Products including fresh produce
Family owned & operated. 







Judi is a 
native of the 
Shennandoah 
Valley and recently 
moved back from 
Southern California
Specializing in Foils, Multi Dimensional







188 S. Mason St., Harrisonburg    433-7376
12 Monday, January 26, 2015 breezejmu.org
(540) 438-0401 harrisonburg@cbeech.com










First 10 leases signed get a waived 
$129
Value
Application fee & 
Activity fee 
Two bedroom units only
